
Young People‟s Forum (III.22) 
 
Dear Young People, 
 

In our discussion of the antithesis in the life of the Christian, we are discussing 
how the truth of the antithesis affects our view of the things of God‟s world. And, of 
course, how the Christian must live in the world making use of the things of God‟s world. 

 
In the last letter, I talked about how the wicked use God‟s creatures and the 

things made of God‟s creation for sin; and how their sinful use of all things in God‟s 
world makes all the things they use accursed. I used the example of God‟s command to 
the Israelites that explained that everything in Jericho was to be burned, because it was 
accursed. 

 
There was one exception to God‟s command: the gold, silver, brass and iron 

could be saved. Why was there this exception? Is it because gold, silver, brass and iron 
cannot be corrupted even though it is used for sinful purposes? No, that cannot be the 
case, for Achan stole some of these things, and the things he stole, along with all his 
possessions had to be burned with fire. So they were accursed as well, because Achan 
had stolen them. 

 
These things were not accursed because they had to be put into the treasury of 

the tabernacle. The tabernacle was God‟s house where God dwelt in covenant 
fellowship with his people. And so these things were not accursed because they were 
devoted to God. 

 
There are two things about this. One is that you will recall that the same word in 

the Hebrew is used for “devoted” as is used for “accursed”. So anyone of God‟s 
creatures can be either accursed (if it is used for sin) or devoted (if it is used for the 
service of God). The second point is that when something is devoted to God it is used 
for the purpose for which it was created. God made all things for man‟s enjoyment, but 
man‟s enjoyment in the truest sense of the word is in glorifying God with all the creation 
that God has given to men. 

 
Because wickedness has entered the world through Adam‟s sin everything is 

used by man to sin. In this way man robs God of his creation and abuses it. If you would 
give your car to someone to use and this person would deliberately use it to enter an 
automobile race, and in doing so, would ruin the engine and bang up the body of the 
care, you would be rightly angry. Is not God angry when men use his creation to sin 
against him? It can be no different. But now God says to his people: “I have made you 
my covenant people. I have saved you to represent the cause of my covenant in the 
world. You must represent my cause in everything you do. You must say, as my 
covenant people, „God is God. He created all things for his glory. He insists man uses 
his creation to glorify him. He warns man that if man does not do this he will be 
destroyed, now by death and eternally in hell.” 

 
But in assigning this calling to his people, God tells his people that he wants 

them to do this because he has another and very glorious and beautiful  purpose for this 
world he created 6000 years ago. It is under the curse because of man‟s sin, but when 
God saves his people through the work of Christ, he saves the creation too. And 
because he saves his people and his creation, he promises to give his people that new 



creation, only as it will be cleansed from the curse and all its corruption. It will be made a 
new creation. 

 
In this way God shows the wicked that, although they claim that this creation 

belongs to them and that they can use it as they please in the service of sin, God does 
not relinquish his claim on the creation, but will snatch it out of their hands and purify and 
glorify it. So this present creation is not something to be desired for itself; it has a higher 
purpose. 

 
God‟s people, to whom God tells all these things, understand that and look at the 

creation as God‟s creation and not man‟s possession. The look at it and say to 
themselves, “God is going to cleanse this creation from all sin, from the curse, and from 
the wicked uses to which man puts it, and when it is cleansed and glorified, God will give 
it to us as a gift to use for his glory.” 

 
That‟s how we are to look at this creation! And so we are called to dedicate 

whatever bit of the creation he gives us to God and to his service – just as Israel was 
called to dedicate the gold, silver, brass and iron to God. By putting it into the treasury of 
the tabernacle. 

 
Don‟t forget that all the treasures in the tabernacle were used for the support of 

the worship of God in sacrifices and feasts, and when Solomon built that beautiful 
temple on Mount Moriah, he used all the gold, silver, brass and iron that had been 
accumulated over the years. It was all given to God and made a sacrifice to God‟s glory.  

 
We must not forget that Achan when he took some of Jericho‟s possessions for 

himself was accursed of breaking God‟s covenant.(Joshua 7:11, 15). In other words, 
God‟s covenant with his people means, among many other things, that we are to use 
God‟s world for God‟s glory and in this way dedicate it to God. 

 
That is why Paul puts down certain restrictions when he defines, in I Timothy 4:3-

5, how the church must use God‟s gifts: they must be received with thanksgiving and 
sanctified by the word of God and by prayer. 

 
That these gifts be received with thanksgiving is so important that the apostle 

mentions it twice in both verses 4 and 5. Only those who believe and love the truth can 
do this (verse 3) because only those people who read the Bible, believe what is in it and 
want desperately to walk in the way the Bible commands, know and love the truth. They 
know and love the truth that God is the Creator and Sustainer of all the creation, that he 
gives what he wants to each man, that he cares for the needs of his people, that he is 
going to destroy this creation some day and make out of its ashes a new heavens and a 
new earth. They know that truth and they love that truth, and that determines how they 
use the things of God‟s world. 

 
And so the things of God‟s creation are sanctified by God‟s word and by prayer. 
 
I could mention in passing that this is why God‟s people have always begun and 

ended their meals with a prayer: at the beginning of a meal for God to enable them to 
use his gifts to serve him by his blessing, a prayer at the end of the meal that gives God 
thanks for his gifts, and the reading and meditation on the Scriptures. This custom is 



rapidly passing into disuse and that may be one of the reasons why we do not use God‟s 
gifts properly and see family life deteriorating. 

 
 One other thing is certain: it is impossible to have proper devotions in a 
restaurant or Hawkers Center. But one can, upon returning home, complete one‟s 
devotions if the family eats out a lot. But Paul‟s words stand: Every creature of God is 
good for us and not to be refused, for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 
And sanctified means, “made clean, purifIed, used for God‟s glory.” 
 
With love in the Lord, 
 
Prof 

 


